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1 Mathematical Institute of the Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts, Knez Mihailova 36/III, 11000
Beograd, Serbia

2 Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts, Knez Mihailova 35, 11000 Beograd, Serbia
3 Department of Medical Research, China Medical University Hospital, China Medical University,

Taichung 40402, Taiwan

* Correspondence: Email: sscite1@gmail.com.

Abstract: A complete description of the monotonicity character of the convex combinations of the
sequences

xn =

n∑
j=1

1
jα
−

n1−α

1 − α
and yn =

n∑
j=1

1
jα
−

(n + 1)1−α

1 − α
, n ∈ N,

when α ∈ (0, 1), on the whole domain N, is given, considerably extending some special cases in
the literature, and solving a highly nontrivial open problem completely. An important part in the
study plays a few analytic inequalities that have been proved and used in the proof of the result that
characterizes the monotonicity character of the sequences.
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1. Introduction

Let N be the set {1, 2, 3, . . .}, Z the set of whole numbers, Ns = {i ∈ Z : i ≥ s} where s ∈ Z,
R+ = [0,+∞), and let

Cβ
j =

β(β − 1) . . . (β − j + 1)
j!

,

where β ∈ R and j ∈ N0, that is, the generalized binomial coefficients [17, 38].
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One of the basic problems connected to real sequences is investigating their monotonicity. If a
real sequence is monotone, then, in many cases, its long-term behavior is easier for investigating. For
some basic facts on such sequences see, for instance, [12, 18, 38]. Some basic methods for dealing
with such sequences can be found, for instance, in [2,13,14]. Somewhat harder problems can be found
in [1,25,26]. For some recursive relations producing monotone sequences see, for instance, [18,22,27].
For showing the existence of monotone solutions of some recursive relations see, for instance, [3,10,29]
(see also [31], which considered the existence of eventually nontrivial solutions of a class of recursive
relations of higher order).

It is a rare situation that the monotonicity of a real sequence is described on its whole domain, which
is usually a set of the form Ns. This is essentially connected to the fact that mathematicians are usually
interested only in the long-term behavior of real sequences such, as the boundedness, convergence,
grow rate, etc.

There are many real sequences which are investigated or used in pairs. Some examples can be found,
for example, in [11, 18, 36], some appear in comparison theorems [3, 28, 30] (for an old method, see
the proofs of Problems 173 and 174 in [24, Chapter 1]), whereas some appear in studying of recursive
relations [9, 21, 23].

Many books contain the well-known pair

an =

(
1 +

1
n

)n

and bn =

(
1 +

1
n

)n+1

, n ∈ N,

(see, e.g., [18, 24, 38]; for some generalizations see [6]), the pair

ân =

2n∑
j=n+1

1
j

and b̂n =

2n∑
j=n

1
j
, n ∈ N, (1.1)

(see, e.g., [11, 18, 24]; for some generalizations see [4, 36, 37]), the pair

α̃n =

n∑
j=1

1
j
− ln n and β̃n =

n∑
j=1

1
j
− ln(n + 1), n ∈ N, (1.2)

(see, e.g., [11, 14, 18], the original source [5], as well as some applications [19, 20]), or the pair

αn =

n∑
j=1

1
√

j
− 2
√

n and βn =

n∑
j=1

1
√

j
− 2
√

n + 1, n ∈ N, (1.3)

(see, e.g., [11, 18, 24]), and it is shown that the sequences are monotone and convergent.
Some related sequences or pairs of sequences can be found in [15] and [24]. The problem in [36]

motivated us to conduct an investigation of the monotonicity character of a class of sequences in [33],
where we can find two solutions to the problem, an elementary which was also given in [37], and one
which is based on the Hermite-Hadamard inequalities [7, 8, 16]. Beside this, in [33] we showed that it
is possible to describe the monotonicity character of the sequence

c(α)
n = (1 − α)̂an + α̂bn, n ∈ N,
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for each α ∈ [0, 1], on the whole domain N, and the same fact was proved for the convex combinations
of the sequences

ãn =

3n∑
j=n+1

1
j

and b̃n =

3n∑
j=n

1
j
, n ∈ N, (1.4)

but in a more technical way.
The investigations [33] suggested us to consider the monotonicity character of the convex

combinations of some other pairs of real sequences appearing in the literature. Using the idea, in [34]
we studied the convex combinations of the sequences in (1.2), whereas in [32] we studied the convex
combinations of the sequences in (1.3), completely describing the monotonicity character of these
sequences.

A natural problem is to study the monotonicity character of the convex combinations of the
sequences

xn =1 +
1
2α

+ · · · +
1
nα
−

n1−α

1 − α
, (1.5)

yn =1 +
1
2α

+ · · · +
1
nα
−

(n + 1)1−α

1 − α
, (1.6)

for n ∈ N, where α ∈ (0, 1), which are natural generalizations of the sequences in [32], where the case
α = 1/2 was considered.

In our recent paper [35], we have completely described the monotonicity character of the convex
combinations of the sequences (1.5) and (1.6), that is, on the whole domain of the index, in the case
α = 2/3. However, the proofs of two auxiliary results given in [32] and [35] (i.e., Lemma 1 in [32]
and [35]), which are some of the main ingredients of the proofs of the main results therein, cannot be
modified to be applicable for other values of the parameter α ∈ (0, 1). The reason for this lies in the
fact that in [32] and [35], there were some tricks and calculations used which can be employed only
for power functions with rational powers. Moreover, it is also difficult to modify the tricks and the
calculations therein so that such a modified proof holds for the rational powers in the interval (0, 1)
different from 1/2 and 2/3. Hence, some other methods must be employed to get the corresponding
auxiliary result in the case α ∈ (0, 1) \ {1/2, 2/3}.

Note that

xn − yn =
(n + 1)1−α

1 − α
−

n1−α

1 − α
> 0,

for n ∈ N,

xn+1 − xn =
n1−α

1 − α
−

(n + 1)1−α

1 − α
+

1
(n + 1)α

=
1

(n + 1)α
−

1
ζαn
,

for n ∈ N, and ζn ∈ (n, n + 1) such that

(n + 1)1−α − n1−α = (1 − α)ζ−αn , (1.7)
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from which it follows that
xn+1 < xn, for n ∈ N,

and

yn+1 − yn =
(n + 1)1−α

1 − α
−

(n + 2)1−α

1 − α
+

1
(n + 1)α

=
1

(n + 1)α
−

1
ζαn+1

,

for n ∈ N, from which it follows that

yn+1 > yn, for n ∈ N.

Hence,
y1 < y2 < · · · < yn < xn < · · · < x2 < x1,

for n ∈ N, and, consequently, xn and yn are convergent.
Note that

xn − yn =
(n + 1)1−α

1 − α
−

n1−α

1 − α
=

1
ζαn
, (1.8)

where ζn ∈ (n, n + 1) is defined in (1.7).
By letting n→ +∞ in (1.8), we get

lim
n→+∞

xn = lim
n→+∞

yn := γ(α).

Now consider the sequence

c(λ)
n := λxn + (1 − λ)yn, n ∈ N, (1.9)

where λ ∈ (0, 1).
Obviously (c(λ)

n )n∈N converges to γ(α) as n→ +∞, and

y1 < y2 < · · · < yn < γ(α) < xn < · · · < x2 < x1

for n ∈ N (see, e.g., [1, 11, 16]).
Motivated by abovementioned studies, especially by the studies in [32,33,35], here we describe the

monotonicity character of the sequences defined in (1.9), for each value α ∈ (0, 1), on the whole domain
N, considerably extending the special cases considered in the literature and solving the monotonicity
problem for the sequences completely.

Before this, let us describe the monotonicity character of the sequences defined in (1.9) for
sufficiently large values of the indices. Employing the formula

(1 + x)β = 1 + Cβ
1 x + Cβ

2 x2 + Cβ
3 x3 + O(x4)

as x→ 0 ([14, 38]), we have

c(λ)
n+1 − c(λ)

n = λ(xn+1 − xn) + (1 − λ)(yn+1 − yn)
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=
1

(n + 1)α
−

1
1 − α

(
λ(n + 1)1−α + (1 − λ)(n + 2)1−α − λn1−α − (1 − λ)(n + 1)1−α

)
=

1
nα

(
1 +

1
n

)−α
−

n1−α

1 − α

(
λ
(
1 +

1
n

)1−α
+ (1 − λ)

(
1 +

2
n

)1−α
− λ − (1 − λ)

(
1 +

1
n

)1−α)
=

1
nα

(
1 −

α

n
+
α(α + 1)

2n2 + O
( 1
n3

))
−

n1−α

1 − α

(
λ
(
1 +

1 − α
n
−

(1 − α)α
2n2 + O

( 1
n3

))
+ (1 − λ)

(
1 +

2(1 − α)
n

−
2(1 − α)α

n2 + O
( 1
n3

))
− λ − (1 − λ)

(
1 +

1 − α
n
−

(1 − α)α
2n2 + O

( 1
n3

)))
=
α( 1

2 − λ)
nα+1 + O

( 1
nα+2

)
. (1.10)

From (1.10) we immediately get that c(λ)
n is eventually increasing for λ ∈ [0, 1

2 ), and eventually
decreasing if λ ∈ ( 1

2 , 1].
Further, we have

c(1/2)
n+1 − c(1/2)

n = −
α(α + 1)

6nα+2 + O
( 1
nα+3

)
,

so c(1/2)
n is eventually decreasing.

Hence, c(λ)
n is eventually decreasing for λ ∈ [1/2, 1], and is eventually increasing for λ ∈ [0, 1/2).

2. Main results

First, we prove a lemma which is necessary for proving the result that characterizes the monotonicity
character of the sequences. The lemma is highly nontrivial, so it can be also characterized as one of
the main results in the paper, although it is on another topic (it is essentially on analytic inequalities).

Lemma 2.1. Let α ∈ (0, 1) and

gα(t) :=
(1 − α)(t + 1)−α − (t + 2)1−α + (t + 1)1−α

2(t + 1)1−α − (t + 2)1−α − t1−α . (2.1)

Then,

lim
t→+∞

gα(t) =
1
2
, (2.2)

and the function gα is positive and strictly increasing on R+.

Proof. Since the function t1−α is (strictly) concave on R+ when α ∈ (0, 1), then we have

2(t + 1)1−α − (t + 2)1−α − t1−α > 0, (2.3)

for every t ∈ R+.

Now note that

gα(0) =
2 − α − 21−α

2 − 21−α =
2α+1 − α2α − 2

2α+1 − 2
. (2.4)

Let
f (t) = 2t+1 − t2t − 2.
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Then, f (0) = f (1) = 0 and

f ′(t) =2t+1 ln 2 − 2t − t2t ln 2

=2t
(

ln
4
e
− t ln 2

)
.

Hence, f ′(t) = 0 for

t0 =
ln 4

e

ln 2
.

It is not difficult to see that
0 = ln 1 < ln

4
e
< ln 2,

so t0 ∈ (0, 1). Since f ′(t) > 0 for t ∈ (0, t0) and f ′(t) < 0 for t ∈ (t0, 1), we have f (t) > 0 for t ∈ (0, 1).
From this and (2.4), we have

gα(0) > 0 for α ∈ (0, 1). (2.5)

Further, we have

(1 − α)(t + 1)−α − (t + 2)1−α + (t + 1)1−α

=
1 − α

tα
(
1 +

1
t

)−α
− t1−α

((
1 +

2
t

)1−α
−

(
1 +

1
t

)1−α)
=

1 − α
tα

(
1 −

α

t
+ O

( 1
t2

))
− t1−α

(
1 +

2(1 − α)
t

−
2(1 − α)α

t2 + O
( 1
t3

))
+ t1−α

(
1 +

1 − α
t
−

(1 − α)α
2t2 + O

( 1
t3

))
=

(1 − α)α
2tα+1 + O

( 1
tα+2

)
(2.6)

and

2(t + 1)1−α − (t + 2)1−α − t1−α

=t1−α
(
2
(
1 +

1
t

)1−α
−

(
1 +

2
t

)1−α
− 1

)
=2t1−α

(
1 +

1 − α
t
−

(1 − α)α
2t2 + O

( 1
t3

))
− t1−α

(
1 +

2(1 − α)
t

−
2(1 − α)α

t2 + O
( 1
t3

))
− t1−α

=
(1 − α)α

tα+1 + O
( 1
tα+2

)
, (2.7)

for sufficiently large t.
Using (2.6) and (2.7), we have

lim
t→+∞

gα(t) = lim
t→+∞

(1 − α)(t + 1)−α − (t + 2)1−α + (t + 1)1−α

2(t + 1)1−α − (t + 2)1−α − t1−α

= lim
t→+∞

(1−α)α
2tα+1 + O

( 1
tα+2

)
(1−α)α

tα+1 + O
( 1

tα+2

) =
1
2
, (2.8)
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proving the relation in (2.2).
We have

g′α(t) =

(
(1 − α)(t + 1)−α − (t + 2)1−α + (t + 1)1−α

2(t + 1)1−α − (t + 2)1−α − t1−α

)′
=

(−α(t + 1)−α−1 − (t + 2)−α + (t + 1)−α)(2(t + 1)1−α − (t + 2)1−α − t1−α)
(1 − α)−1(2(t + 1)1−α − (t + 2)1−α − t1−α)2

−
((1 − α)(t + 1)−α − (t + 2)1−α + (t + 1)1−α)(2(t + 1)−α − (t + 2)−α − t−α)

(1 − α)−1(2(t + 1)1−α − (t + 2)1−α − t1−α)2

=
−2α(t + 1)−2α + α(t + 1)−α−1(t + 2)1−α + α(t + 1)−α−1t1−α

(1 − α)−1(2(t + 1)1−α − (t + 2)1−α − t1−α)2

+
−2(t + 2)−α(t + 1)1−α + (t + 2)1−2α + (t + 2)−αt1−α

(1 − α)−1(2(t + 1)1−α − (t + 2)1−α − t1−α)2

+
2(t + 1)1−2α − (t + 1)−α(t + 2)1−α − (t + 1)−αt1−α

(1 − α)−1(2(t + 1)1−α − (t + 2)1−α − t1−α)2

+
−2(1 − α)(t + 1)−2α + (1 − α)(t + 1)−α(t + 2)−α + (1 − α)(t + 1)−αt−α

(1 − α)−1(2(t + 1)1−α − (t + 2)1−α − t1−α)2

+
2(t + 2)1−α(t + 1)−α − (t + 2)1−2α − (t + 2)1−αt−α

(1 − α)−1(2(t + 1)1−α − (t + 2)1−α − t1−α)2

+
−2(t + 1)1−2α + (t + 1)1−α(t + 2)−α + (t + 1)1−αt−α

(1 − α)−1(2(t + 1)1−α − (t + 2)1−α − t1−α)2

=
hα(t)

(2(t + 1)1−α − (t + 2)1−α − t1−α)2 , (2.9)

where

hα(t)
1 − α

=
α(t + 2)

(t + 1)α+1(t + 2)α
−

2
(t + 1)2α +

αt
tα(t + 1)α+1 −

2(t + 1)
(t + 1)α(t + 2)α

+
t

tα(t + 2)α
−

t + 2
(t + 1)α(t + 2)α

−
t

tα(t + 1)α
+

1 − α
(t + 1)α(t + 2)α

+
1 − α

tα(t + 1)α
+

2(t + 2)
(t + 1)α(t + 2)α

−
t + 2

tα(t + 2)α
+

t + 1
(t + 1)α(t + 2)α

+
t + 1

tα(t + 1)α

=
α(t + 1) + α

(t + 1)α+1(t + 2)α
−

2
(t + 1)2α +

α(t + 1) − α
tα(t + 1)α+1 −

2t + 2
(t + 1)α(t + 2)α

+
t

tα(t + 2)α
−

t + 2
(t + 1)α(t + 2)α

−
t

tα(t + 1)α
+

1 − α
(t + 1)α(t + 2)α

+
1 − α

tα(t + 1)α
+

2t + 4
(t + 1)α(t + 2)α

−
t + 2

tα(t + 2)α
+

t + 1
(t + 1)α(t + 2)α

+
t + 1

tα(t + 1)α

=
α

(t + 1)α(t + 2)α
+

α

(t + 1)α+1(t + 2)α
−

2
(t + 1)2α +

α

tα(t + 1)α

−
α

tα(t + 1)α+1 −
2t + 2

(t + 1)α(t + 2)α
+

t
tα(t + 2)α

−
t + 2

(t + 1)α(t + 2)α

−
t

tα(t + 1)α
+

1 − α
(t + 1)α(t + 2)α

+
1 − α

tα(t + 1)α
+

2t + 4
(t + 1)α(t + 2)α
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−
t + 2

tα(t + 2)α
+

t + 1
(t + 1)α(t + 2)α

+
t + 1

tα(t + 1)α

=
2

(t + 1)α(t + 2)α
−

2
(t + 1)2α +

α

(t + 1)α+1(t + 2)α
−

α

tα(t + 1)α+1 +
2

tα(t + 1)α
−

2
tα(t + 2)α

=
2tα(t + 1)α − 2tα(t + 2)α + 2(t + 1)α(t + 2)α − 2(t + 1)2α + αtα(t + 1)α−1 − α(t + 2)α(t + 1)α−1

tα(t + 1)2α(t + 2)α

=
ĥα(t)

tα(t + 1)2α(t + 2)α
. (2.10)

By using the change of variables t = x − 1, we have

ĥα(x − 1) =2(x − 1)αxα − 2(x − 1)α(x + 1)α + 2xα(x + 1)α − 2x2α

+ α(x − 1)αxα−1 − α(x + 1)αxα−1

=2(xα − (x − 1)α)((x + 1)α − xα) − αxα−1((x + 1)α − (x − 1)α), (2.11)

where x ≥ 1.
We show that

2(xα − (x − 1)α)((x + 1)α − xα) − αxα−1((x + 1)α − (x − 1)α) ≥ 0, (2.12)

for x ≥ 1, from which it will follow that the function gα(t) is strictly increasing for t ≥ 0.
To do this we use the change of variables x = 1

t , and (2.12) is transformed to

2(1 − (1 − t)α)((1 + t)α − 1) − αt((1 + t)α − (1 − t)α) ≥ 0, (2.13)

for t ∈ [0, 1]. The inequality obviously holds for t = 0. So, we may assume that t ∈ (0, 1]. The
inequality can be written in the form

2
∫ 1

1−t
uα−1du

∫ 1+t

1
uα−1du ≥ t

( ∫ 1+t

1
uα−1du +

∫ 1

1−t
uα−1du

)
=: L(t). (2.14)

By using the Cauchy–Bunyakovsky inequality, and one of the Hadamard-Hermite inequalities to the
concave function u1−α ([7, 8, 16]), we have

L(t) =
1
t

( ∫ 1

1−t
du

)2 ∫ 1+t

1
uα−1du +

1
t

( ∫ 1+t

1
du

)2 ∫ 1

1−t
uα−1du

≤
1
t

( ∫ 1

1−t
u1−αdu

)( ∫ 1

1−t
uα−1du

)( ∫ 1+t

1
uα−1du

)
+

1
t

( ∫ 1+t

1
u1−αdu

)( ∫ 1+t

1
uα−1du

)( ∫ 1

1−t
uα−1du

)
=2

1
2t

( ∫ 1+t

1−t
u1−αdu

)( ∫ 1

1−t
uα−1du

)( ∫ 1+t

1
uα−1du

)
≤2

∫ 1

1−t
uα−1du

∫ 1+t

1
uα−1du, (2.15)

AIMS Mathematics Volume 11, Issue 7, 20606–20618.
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so the inequality (2.14) holds, that is, the inequality (2.13), and consequently the inequality (2.12) for
x ≥ 1. From (2.9)–(2.12), and since α ∈ (0, 1), it follows that

g′α(t) > 0, (2.16)

for t > 0.
From (2.16) we conclude that the function gα(t) is strictly increasing on R+, as claimed. �

The following theorem completely describes the monotonicity character of the convex combinations
of the sequences in (1.5) and (1.6).

Theorem 2.1. Let (c(λ)
n )n∈N be the sequence defined in (1.9), where λ ∈ [0, 1], and

λk := gα(k), k ∈ N0, (2.17)

where gα is the function defined in (2.1).
Then, the following statements hold:
(a) if λ ∈ [1/2, 1], then the sequence (c(λ)

n )n∈N is strictly decreasing;
(b) if λ ∈ [0, λ1), then the sequence (c(λ)

n )n∈N is strictly increasing;
(c) if λ = λ1, then the sequence (c(λ1)

n )n∈N2 is strictly increasing and c(λ1)
1 = c(λ1)

2 ;
(d) if λ ∈ (λk, λk+1) for a fixed k ∈ N, then the sequence is strictly increasing for n ≥ k + 1 and

strictly decreasing for 1 ≤ n ≤ k + 1;
(e) if λ = λk for a fixed k ∈ N2, then the sequence is strictly increasing for n ≥ k + 1, c(λk)

k = c(λk)
k+1,

and it is strictly decreasing for 1 ≤ n ≤ k.

Proof. (a) We have

c(λ)
n+1 − c(λ)

n =λ(xn+1 − xn) + (1 − λ)(yn+1 − yn)

=λ
( n1−α

1 − α
−

(n + 1)1−α

1 − α
+

1
(n + 1)α

)
+ (1 − λ)

( (n + 1)1−α

1 − α
−

(n + 2)1−α

1 − α
+

1
(n + 1)α

)
=

1
(n + 1)α

−
1

1 − α

(
(n + 2)1−α − (n + 1)1−α

)
−

λ

1 − α

(
2(n + 1)1−α − (n + 2)1−α − n1−α

)
=

1
1 − α

(
2(n + 1)1−α − (n + 2)1−α − n1−α

)
(gα(n) − λ), (2.18)

for every n ∈ N.
From (2.3), we have

2(n + 1)1−α − (n + 2)1−α − n1−α > 0, (2.19)

for every n ∈ N0.

Since gα(t) < 1/2 for t ∈ R+, we have

gα(n) < 1/2 ≤ λ, (2.20)
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for every n ∈ N.
From (2.18)–(2.20), and since α ∈ (0, 1), we get

c(λ)
n+1 < c(λ)

n ,

for every n ∈ N, that is, the sequence (c(λ)
n )n∈N is strictly decreasing for each λ ∈ [1/2, 1].

(b) We have λ ∈ [0, λ1). Hence, by the monotonicity of the function gα, we have

gα(n) > gα(1) = λ1 > λ, (2.21)

for each n ∈ N.
From (2.18), (2.19), and (2.21), and since α ∈ (0, 1), we get

c(λ)
n+1 > c(λ)

n ,

for each n ∈ N, that is, the sequence (c(λ)
n )n∈N is strictly increasing.

(c) We have λ = λ1. Then, from (2.18), (2.19), and (2.21), and since α ∈ (0, 1), we have

c(λ)
n+1 > c(λ)

n ,

for each n ∈ N2, that is, the subsequence (c(λ1)
n )n∈N2 is strictly increasing, and c(λ1)

2 = c(λ2)
1 .

(d) We have λ ∈ (λk, λk+1) for a fixed k ∈ N. Hence, by the monotonicity of the function gα, we have

gα(n) ≥ gα(k + 1) = λk+1 > λ, (2.22)

for n ≥ k + 1, and

gα(n) ≤ gα(k) = λk < λ, (2.23)

for 1 ≤ n ≤ k.
From (2.18), (2.19), and (2.22), and since α ∈ (0, 1), we have

c(λ)
n+1 > c(λ)

n ,

for n ≥ k + 1, from which it follows that the subsequence (c(λ)
n )n∈Nk+1 is increasing.

From (2.18), (2.19), and (2.23), and since α ∈ (0, 1), we have

c(λ)
n+1 < c(λ)

n ,

for 1 ≤ n ≤ k, from which it follows that the subsequence/string (c(λ)
n )n=1,k+1 is decreasing.

(e) If λ = λk, then from (2.18), (2.19), (2.22), and (2.23), and since α ∈ (0, 1), we have

c(λ)
n+1 > c(λ)

n ,

for n ≥ k + 1, and
c(λ)

n+1 < c(λ)
n ,

for n < k, and c(λk)
k = c(λk)

k+1, that is, (c(λk)
n )n∈Nk+1 is increasing, the subsequence/string (c(λk)

n )n=1,k is
decreasing, and c(λk)

k = c(λk)
k+1, as claimed. �
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Remark 2.1. Since (λk)k∈N0 is strictly increasing and limk→+∞ λk = 1/2, we have

∞⋃
k=1

(λk, λk+1] =
(
λ1,

1
2

)
,

and consequently

[0, λ1) ∪
∞⋃

k=1

(λk, λk+1] ∪ [1/2, 1] = [0, 1],

which means that all possible cases are considered in Theorem 2.1.

3. Conclusions

Our considerable inspection of the literature on some pairs of sequences of real numbers has shown
that several problems on the pairs of sequences are essentially connected to the investigation of their
convex combinations. This observation has motivated us to investigate the convex combinations of
several known pairs of sequences, which we have done recently in a series of papers. As far as we know,
the problem has not been considered so far. Here we give a complete description of the monotonicity
character of the convex combinations of the sequences defined in (1.5) and (1.6) when α ∈ (0, 1), on
the whole domain N, considerably extending some special cases in the literature, and solving a highly
nontrivial open problem completely. To do this, we prove a few analytic inequalities and use them in
the proof of the result that characterizes the monotonicity character of the sequences. The methods and
ideas presented here could be modified and developed further in order to get some other results on the
topic.
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