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Abstract: Tymoczko and Russell provide a bijection between semi-standard tableaux of rectangular
shapes and slr-webs when r ≤ 3. Due to Chang, Duan, Fraser, and Li, cluster variables in the
Grassmannian cluster algebra correspond to certain semi-standard tableaux of rectangular shapes.
When r = 2 or r = 3, the cluster variables in the Grassmannian cluster algebra can be represented
both by tableaux and webs. Recently, Elkin, Musiker, and Wright refined the twist map, providing a
method to connect webs and cluster polynomials through the compatibility defined by Lam in 2015,
thereby also connecting cluster variables and webs. In this paper, we study the webs corresponding
to rank 2 Plücker polynomials, particularly cluster variables in the Grassmannian cluster algebra
C[Gr(5, 9)]. Additionally, we examine the webs corresponding to rank 2 cluster variables in Gr(5, 9),
and we find 11 distinct webs (up to dihedral translation) arising from these variables. Consequently,
we propose a conjecture that for all cluster variables the webs obtained through the diagram method
and the compatibility method coincide.
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1. Introduction

Cluster algebras, invented by Fomin and Zelevinsky in [1], have become a pivotal topic in
algebraic combinatorics due to their extensive connections across various mathematical domains. The
foundational work on the cluster structure on Grassmannians, Gr(k, n), was initiated by Scott in [2],
who not only introduced these structures but also demonstrated that their cluster algebras were of finite
type under specific conditions. Further combinatorial explorations of these algebras were conducted
by Postnikov in [3], who introduced plabic graphs as the primary tool for examining these structures.
Postnikov also devised a boundary measurement map, connecting Plücker coordinates with dimers on
plabic graphs, effectively parameterizing the Grassmannian as a projective variety. The understanding
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of this map was deepened by Talaska in [4], and later, the series of papers [5] by Muller and Speyer
and [6] by Marsh and Scott elaborated on the Laurent expansions of Plücker coordinates under the
twist map, initially established by Berenstein, Fomin and Zelevinsky in [7].

Building on Postnikov’s description of Gr(k, n) via plabic graphs and dimers [3], Lam studied
dimers on these graphs and introduced a compatibility condition between Plücker monomials and
non-crossing matchings, expressing certain Plücker coordinates and cluster variables as sums of dimer
weights [8]. More recently, Elkin, Musiker and Wright refined the twist map for quadratic and cubic
cluster variables in Gr(3, n), expressing the twisted cluster variables as double and triple dimer partition
functions on plabic graphs [9]. Their work provides additional motivation for studying the relationship
between cluster variables and webs.

Conceptually, these results indicate that, once the web corresponding to a cluster variable is known,
its image can be recovered under the twist map from suitable dimer partition functions on a plabic
graph. However, using the method of compatibility requires enumerating all possible “irreducible
webs”, which is not a trivial task. In addition, in [10], (m, n)-diagrams were introduced by Westbury,
and in [11, Section 7], cup diagrams were defined by Fung in the context of the Kazhdan–Lusztig
basis. Tymoczko introduced the m-diagrams to give an explicit bijection between 3×n standard Young
tableaux and irreducible sl3-webs in [12], and Russell extended this framework to semi-standard Young
tableaux with mixed boundary conditions [13]. Since this paper deals exclusively with rank 2 cluster
variables, it suffices to rely solely on the results of [11].

Actually, there is another bijection between slr-webs and Young tableaux called the web invariant,
which was introduced by Kuperberg in [14] and was applied to cluster algebras by Fomin and
Pylyavskyy in [15]. The irreducible webs studied by Westbury, Fung, Tymoczko, and Russell are
precisely the dual diagrams of these web invariants. In [16], Fraser, Lam, and Le established a
bijection between the Plücker coordinate ring C[Gr(k, n)] and the dual of the tensor invariant space.
Moreover, Fraser [17] and Gaetz et al. [18] respectively presented explicit algorithms for computing
the quadratic dual canonical basis in C[Gr(k, n)] and the dual canonical basis in C[Gr(4, n)], together
with the corresponding tensor invariants. In related work, Lam showed that, in degree two, the dual
canonical basis of C[Gr(k, n)] is given by web (Temperley–Lieb) immanants. In particular, every
degree-two element of the homogeneous coordinate ring (and hence every degree-two cluster variable)
can be expressed in terms of web immanants [19].

In this paper, to simplify the process of identifying the webs corresponding to the cluster variables
described in [9], we study the 576 different rank 2 cluster variables in Gr(5, 9) using the two distinct
methodologies, the method of compatibility in [8] and the method of diagram in [11]. Specifically,
the computational enumeration in [20] lists 576 rank 2 cluster variables in Gr(5, 9); up to dihedral
translations, we select 11 representatives, each of which corresponds to a distinct sl2-web. Throughout
this paper, we take this enumeration as input data for our computations, and we do not claim an
independent proof of its completeness. The method of compatibility associates each cluster variable
directly to an sl2-web, whereas the method of diagram maps every semi-standard Young tableau
to a non-crossing matching that forms a basis of sl2-webs. Since Chang [21] provides an explicit
algorithm, based on Kazhdan–Lusztig polynomials, that matches a semi-standard Young tableau with
a polynomial in Plücker coordinates, we adopt this algorithm to link the two methods above and to
compute the web associated with each cluster variable, namely the dual web of its web invariant.
Our findings indicate that the methods of compatibility and diagram yield the same sl2-web for any
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given rank 2 cluster variable in Gr(5, 9). Building on the results of [9], which studied quadratic and
cubic cluster variables in Gr(3, n), we therefore propose the following conjecture, stated precisely
as Conjecture 4.7: For any cluster variable written as both a Young tableau and a polynomial, the
corresponding webs from the method of diagram and compatibility are the same.

The organization of this paper is as follows: In Section 2, some necessary definitions, including
cluster algebras, sl2-webs and the character ch(T ) are given. Then in Section 3, we detail the
aforementioned two methods, which are called compatibility and cup diagram respectively. Section 4
applies these methodologies to explore the rank 2 cluster variables of Gr(5, n), focusing on the
associated webs for Gr(5, 9). In Section 5, all rank 2 cluster variables (up to dihedral translation)
in Gr(5, 9) appeared in [20] (totally 576 of them) and their corresponding webs are listed to prove the
theorem in Section 4.3.

2. Preliminaries

For convenience, denote by [n] the set {1, 2, . . . , n}. For 1 ≤ k ≤ n, denote by
(

[n]
k

)
the set of all

subsets with k elements in [n].

2.1. Grassmannians

In this section, we briefly review the structure of the Grassmannian; see [22] for details.
The Grassmannian, denoted Gr(k, n), is the space of k-dimensional linear subspaces in Cn. It can

be parametrized by the Plücker embedding into projective space P(
n
k)−1. Any point in Gr(k, n), can

be represented by a matrix M ∈ Matk×n(C), and the embedding map is defined as follows: For any
J ∈

(
[n]
k

)
, there is a corresponding projective Plücker coordinate PJ, and at the point M, the value of

PJ(M) is defined as the minor of M using the column set J.
For any k and n, the set of Plücker coordinates satisfies some certain quadratic Plücker relations.

Example 2.1. A general point M ∈ Gr(k, n) is represented by a row-reduced matrix

M =

(
1 0 a b
0 1 c d

)
a, b, c, d ∈ C.

The Plücker coordinates are as follows:

P12 = 1, P13 = c, P14 = d,
P23 = −a, P24 = −b, P34 = ad − bc.

These coordinates satisfy the algebraic relation P24 · P13 = P12 · P34 + P23 · P14.

The homogeneous coordinate ring of Gr(k, n), denoted C[Gr(k, n)], is the coordinate ring of the
affine cone over Gr(k, n). In [2], Scott showed that C[Gr(k, n)] is a cluster algebra in the sense of [1].

2.2. sl2-Webs

In this section, we review the definition of slr-webs. Kuperburg first introduced sl3-webs in [14],
which were studied further by [23] and [24], then settled for all r in [25] and connected to dimers
in [16]. We will only need sl2-webs, because they correspond to the rank 2 cluster variables.
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Definition 1. [16] Assume k < n. Fix an integer r ≥ 2 and a sequence λ = {λ1, λ2, . . . , λn} with
0 ≤ λi ≤ r and λ1 + λ2 + . . . + λn = kr. slr-webs are planar graphs in the disk with n boundary vertices
v1, v2, . . . , vn such that the degree of vertex vi is exactly λi, and the degree of interior vertices is r.

See [16] for details. In particular, if r = 1, the sl1-webs are sets of boundary vertices, λi ∈ {0, 1}.
Vertex vi is included in the set if and only if λi = 1. If r = 2, the sl2-webs are non-crossing matchings
such that vi is included in the matchings if and only if λi = 1, and vi is a white boundary vertex if
and only if λi = 2. These non-crossing matchings form the standard web basis for the space of sl2-
invariants for the diagonal action on the tensor product representation specified by the boundary type
λ; see [16].

For convenience, unless dihedral translates are explicitly invoked, we label the boundary vertices of
every sl2-web considered in this paper 1, . . . , n in clockwise order, starting from the topmost vertex.

2.3. Semi-standard Young tablueax and polynomials

In this section, we briefly review the Plücker character map introduced in [21]. We denote by
SSYT(n, [m]) the set of all semi-standard Young tableaux with at most n rows and entries in [m],
denote by S k the symmetric group on k symbols, denote by `(w) the coxeter length of w ∈ S k, and
denote by w0 ∈ S k the longest permutation.

Definition 2. [21, Definitions 3.4, 3.11] Let T be a single column Young tableau with n rows whose
entries, read from top to bottom, are t1 < t2 < · · · < tn. The gap weight of T is defined as tn − t1 − n + 1.
For a general Young tableau T ,

• T has small gaps if every column of T has gap weight exactly 1.
• T is called trivial if every column of T has gap weight exactly 0.

Given two Young tableaux T ′ and T ′′, form their disjoint union and then reorder the entries in each
row in increasing order, the resulting Young tableau is denoted T = T ′ ∪ T ′′. For two Young tableaux
S and T , we write S ∼ T if there exists a trivial Young tableau T0 such that S = T ∪ T0.

To translate a small-gap tableau into an explicit Plücker polynomial, we must record the order of its
columns and then permute the corresponding column sets accordingly.

Definition 3. [21, Definition 5.6] Let T be a small gaps tableau with r columns, with i = (i1 ≤ · · · ≤ ir)
the first-row entries of the small-gaps tableau T , and j = ( j1 ≤ · · · ≤ jr) the weakly increasing
sequence obtained by sorting the multiset of missing entries of T , meaning the unique elements of
[i1, i1 + k], . . . , [ir, ir + k] that do not appear in the corresponding columns of T . Both viewed as
elements of Zr. For u ∈ S r, define Pu;T as follows. Provided ja ∈ [iu(a), iu(a) + k] for all a ∈ [r], define
the tableau α(u; T ) to be a rectangular Young tableau whose columns have content [iu(a), iu(a) + k]\{ ja}

for a ∈ [r], and define Pu;T = Pα(u;T ) ∈ C[Gr(k, n)] to be the corresponding standard monomial. On the
other hand, if ja < [iu(a), iu(a) + k] for some a, then the tableau α(u; T ) is undefined and Pu;T = 0.

Note that for some u ∈ S r, Pu;T = PT , denote UT the set {u ∈ S r : Pu;T = PT }. Let wT be the
maximal length permutation inUT .
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Theorem 2.2. [21, Theorem 5.8] For T ∈ S S YT (k, [n]) with gap weight r, let T ′ ∼ T the small gaps
tableau equivalent to T . Then

ch(T ′) =
∑
u∈S r

(−1)`(uwT ) puw0,wT w0(1)Pu;T ′

where pλ,µ(t) is the Kazhdan-Lusztig polynomial. And if T ′ = T ∪ Ttriv, then ch(T ′) = PTtrivch(T ).

By this theorem, we relate the two methods introduced in Section 3 and examine the Plücker
polynomials and Young tableaux of all cluster variables described in Section 5.

3. The method of compatibility and diagram

In this section, we will review two distinct methods for obtaining a diagram associated with a cluster
variable. These are the method of compatibility introduced in [8,16], which associates a cluster variable
with a diagram, and the method of cup-diagram introduced in [10, 11] , which associates a rectangular
semi-standard Young tableau with a diagram.

3.1. Compatibility

Definition 4. [8, Section 3.1] Let W be an sl2-web with n boundary vertices v1, . . . , vn. Suppose I and
J are subsets of [n] such that |I| = |J| = k. A monomial P = PIPJ and the non-crossing matching W
are said to be compatible if and only if the labels of any two boundary vertices connected by an arc
(excluding the boundary circle) belong to the sets I \ J and J \ I, respectively. If i ∈ I ∩ J, then the
boundary vertex vi is white and does not connect to any other boundary vertices.

Indeed, an sl2-web can be viewed as a non-crossing matching between the vertex sets I \ J and
J \ I. In our context, we generally take I and J to be the column index sets in a product of Plücker
coordinates PIPJ.

Let C[Gr(k, n)] denote the homogeneous coordinate ring of the Grassmannian, and write
C[Gr(k, n)]2 for its degree-two homogeneous component. Following Lam’s work on dimers, webs
and positroids [8], one associates to each non-crossing matching on [n] (equivalently, to each sl2-web
W with boundary vertices labelled in [n]) a degree-two polynomial

ImmW ∈ C[Gr(k, n)]2,

called the web (or Temperley–Lieb) immanant corresponding to W. Thus the symbol ImmW will
always denote this polynomial attached to the web W.

For a pair (I, J) with |I| = |J| = k, let C(I, J) be the set of all sl2-webs W whose underlying non-
crossing matching is compatible with (I, J) in the sense of the above definition. The key structural
result we need can be stated as follows.

Theorem 3.1 ( [8, Theorem 3.1]). For any I, J ⊂ [n] with |I| = |J| = k we have

PIPJ =
∑

W∈C(I,J)

ImmW ,

where PI and PJ are the Plücker coordinates on Gr(k, n).
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In particular, the web immanants ImmW span the degree-two component C[Gr(k, n)]2, and any
quadratic Plücker polynomial

P =
∑

i

ci PIi PJi , ci ∈ Z

can be rewritten as an integer linear combination of web immanants by applying the above formula to
each monomial PIi PJi and then collecting terms. In this paper, the quadratic Plücker polynomials we
study have coefficients sgni ∈ {±1}, but the same rewriting procedure applies verbatim to any integer
linear combination of monomials PIi PJi .

Therefore, to apply the method of compatibility to a given quadratic Plücker polynomial P, one first
enumerates all candidate sl2-webs W, then uses Theorem 3.1 to compare the associated web immanants
ImmW with P in order to test compatibility, and finally identifies the webs whose immanants occur in
the expansion of P as the webs compatible with P.

3.2. Cup diagrams

In [10], the definition of (m, n)-diagram was introduced, while in [11], a further definition of cup
diagram was given, together with a bijection between cup diagrams and standard Young tableaux of
two-row shape.

In this paper, we instead work with tableaux of two-column shape, in order to match the column-
indexing convention for Plücker coordinates used in [21] via ch(T ). Accordingly, whenever we invoke
the cup diagram, we apply it to the transpose T> of our two-column tableau T .

Definition 5. [11, Definition 7.1] Suppose we have the numbers 1 to n on a horizontal line, increasing
to the right. Then an (n, p)-cup diagram consists of p cups on these numbers, where each cup connects
two numbers, no two cups intersect each other, and no number is underneath a cup and yet not
connected to any cup. The entire cup diagram must lie in one half-plane.

Explicitly, let A be a standard Young tableau of shape τ. In our two-column convention, we start
from a two-column tableau T and set A = T>. Read the entries 1, 2, . . . , n from left to right along a
horizontal line: open a cup at i whenever i lies in the bottom row of A, and close the most recently
opened but unfinished cup at i whenever i lies in the top row; any endpoint left unmatched is kept blank
(an “orphan”). This algorithm yields a bijection between two-row tableaux and (n, p)-cup diagrams.

For convenience, we also record the number of times each number from 1 to n appears in the tableau
as a sequence, denoted by λ = {λ1, λ2, . . . , λn}, where λi represents the frequency of occurrence of the
number i in the Young tableau. Although it is an abuse of notation, the relationship between Young
tableaux and webs that is discussed in this paper ensures that such usage does not lead to ambiguity.

Example 3.2. Consider the quadratic cluster variable X = P134P256 − P156P234 in the Grassmannian
Gr(3, 6). The standard Young tableau corresponding to the dual web of X is T =

1 2 4

3 5 6
. There are 3

arcs, {1, 6}, {2, 3}, and {4, 5}, the diagram of T is the left of Figure 1. Afterwards, by connecting the
ends of the lines, we obtain the sl2-web corresponding to T .
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Figure 1. The cup diagram (left) and the sl2-web (right) of T .

For a semi-standard Young tableau, in which the elements filled in the boxes of the Young diagram
may include identical numbers, the elements in each column are strictly increasing. Consequently,
identical numbers cannot appear in the same column. To convert this into a standard Young tableau,
one can use the following method from [13]: For a number k that appears λk times (in fact, we just

study when λk ≤ 2), replace each occurrence of k with numbers from 1 +
k−1∑
i=1
λi to

k∑
i=1
λi, in sequence,

according to the positions of the columns of the boxes from left to right.
After drawing the diagram corresponding to the standard Young tableau, it is necessary to translate

it into the original semi-standard Young tableau.
The notion of a sink vertex is taken from [13], where it is formulated for general webs. In the rank 2

setting of this paper, this contraction only serves to undo the standardization step for repeated entries
and it produces an isolated white boundary vertex.

Definition 6. [13] In the process depicted in Figure 2, the resulting white boundary vertex is referred
to as a sink vertex. This means that if two adjacent black boundary vertices are connected to the
same white internal vertex, in certain cases, we can merge their corresponding boundary edges and
consolidate these two black boundary vertices with the white internal vertex into a unique white
boundary vertex.

Figure 2. The procedure of contracting boundary edges to produce a sink vertex.

Using the concept of a sink vertex, we can contract the same numbers that were split during the
conversion process from a semi-standard Young tableau to a standard Young tableau. This allows us
to reconstruct the original numbers and obtain the diagram corresponding to the semi-standard Young
tableau.

In this paper, we study solely rank 2 cluster variables, which correspond to sl2-webs. Therefore, the
sink vertices are actually isolated white vertices in the context of these webs.

For instance, Example 4.1 has a semi-standard Young tableau that can be transformed into a standard
Young tableau using the above method, and then its corresponding web can be drawn.

In [12], a method is provided for mapping diagrams which consist exclusively of black boundary
vertices to Young tableaux. Here, we keep the two-column tableau convention; equivalently, we apply
the row-based description to the transpose T> (a two-row tableau) and then interpret the result for T .
As illustrated in Figure 3, for each face f in the diagram, label it according to the following rule:
Choose a segment that connects f to the outer face without crossing the boundary line and with the
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fewest number of edges crossed. The number of edges crossed is then used as the label for the face.
Consequently, for a boundary vertex corresponding to a number, if the label of the face to its left is
greater than that on its right, place it in the first row; if less, in the second row. Since each column in a
Young tableau must strictly increase, this process results in a standard Young tableau.

0 1 2 1 2 1 0
1 2 4

3 5 6

Figure 3. The cup diagram (left) and its corresponding standard Young tableau (right).

The web obtained by this method is precisely the diagram mentioned earlier, and the previously
mentioned dual diagram can be produced by applying the same procedure to the transpose of the
Young tableau. In what follows, to align with the earlier result on Compatibility, we will first take the
transpose and then draw the diagram—that is, we will work with the dual diagrams.

4. Webs for quadratic differences

This section primarily establishes the relationship between webs and Young tableaux, starting with
two examples that utilize the content of Section 3 to derive the same web using two different methods.
Subsequently, it presents the webs corresponding to all rank 2 cluster variables in Gr(5, 9). Although
Grassmannian Gr(5, 9) � Gr(4, 9), we work with Gr(5, 9) because the natural map Gr(5, 8)→ Gr(5, 9)
induces a canonical cluster-subalgebra embedding, whereas the corresponding relationship between
Gr(4, 9) and Gr(3, 8) is less transparent.

4.1. Enumeration of non-crossing webs

To study the compatibility between webs and cluster variables, we need to enumerate all candidate
webs. For instance, from [16, Appendix], there are three types of sl2-webs with 8 black boundary
vertices (up to the dihedral translates), listed in Figure 4. By varying the position where a white
boundary vertex is inserted, we obtain all non-crossing matchings with 8 black and 1 white boundary
vertex in Figure 5.

Figure 4. The enumeration of sl2-webs with 8 black vertices.

We fix the white vertex at the top, that is λ1 = 2, which allows us to enumerate 14 non-crossing
matchings.

Similarly, we fix a white vertex at the top, and choose the other white vertex with the minimum
possible index, that is, λ1 and λi are the white boundary vertices with 2 ≤ i ≤ 5. Then the 14 webs
with 6 black vertices and 2 white are enumerated in Figure 6, which can also be obtained by inserting
two distinct white boundary vertices into a web that originally has only six black boundary vertices.
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For ease of use in Section 4.2 and 4.3, in Figure 6, a web and its reflections are considered identical,
whereas in Figure 5, they are not treated as such.

We do not identify reflections in Figure 5, because in Example 4.1 we will refer to individual
compatible webs term-by-term, and keeping mirror-distinct representatives makes it easier for the
reader to locate each web unambiguously.

In fact, there exist sl2-webs with 4 black and 3 white boundary vertices, as well as sl2-webs
with 2 black and 4 white boundary vertices; these webs correspond respectively to the Grassmannians
C[Gr(5, 7)] and C[Gr(5, 6)]. However, since Gr(5, 7) � Gr(2, 7) and Gr(5, 6) � Gr(1, 6), the associated
cluster algebras contain no rank 2 cluster variables, so we do not discuss those cases here.

Figure 5. The enumeration of sl2-webs with 8 black and 1 white vertex.

Figure 6. The enumeration of sl2-webs with 6 black and 2 white vertices.

Figure 7 shows the non-crossing matchings with 10 black boundary vertices, which also have listed
in [16, Appendix], totaling six types up to dihedral symmetry.
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Figure 7. The enumeration of sl2-webs with 10 black vertices.

4.2. Two examples of webs corresponding to quadratic differences

In this section, we present two representative examples illustrating how the method of compatibility
and the method of diagram produce the same sl2-web for a rank 2 cluster variable.

The first example essentially involves embedding a cluster variable of Gr(5, 9) into Gr(5, 10) by
setting λi = 0 for one 1 ≤ i ≤ 10, which identifies Gr(5, 9) as a cluster subalgebra of Gr(5, 10). For
convenience, the cluster polynomial corresponding to the tableau T is the polynomial ch(T ) given by
Theorem 2.2, and the tenth boundary vertex is labeled by A when it appears in the subscripts.

Example 4.1. For semi-standard Young tableau T1 =

1 1

2 5

3 7

4 8

6 9

, λT1 = {2, 1, . . . , 1, 0}, and ch(T1) =

P15678P12349 − P15679P12348 + P15689P12347, we denote the 3 monomials of ch(T1) by P1 = P15678P12349,
P2 = −P15679P12348, and P3 = P15689P12347.

For P1, I\J = {5, 6, 7, 8}, and J\I = {2, 3, 4, 9}, so every web compatible with this polynomial
appears in Figure 5. (Recall that Figure 5 lists mirror images separately, which is intended to facilitate
this look-up.). Similarly, compatible webs of P2 and P3 appear there.

In Figure 8, we list the webs compatible with P1 (W1), P2 (W1 and W2), and P3 (W2 and W3).
By Theorem 3.1, each quadratic monomial contributes the immanants of its compatible webs, so the
contributions of W1 and W2 from P1 and P2 cancel, leaving only the immanant of W3 in ch(T1). Thus
we identify W3 as the web corresponding to T1.

The web obtained above is derived using the method of compatibility. In addition, we can obtain
another web (which turns out to be the same web) through the method of diagram.

Figure 9 depicts this process. First, the two 1s in the first row are relabeled 1 (left) and 2 (right),and
all other i are relabeled i + 1. Then by Definition 5, there are 5 arcs in the diagram: {1, 2}, {5, 6}, {8, 7},
{4, 9}, and {3, 10}. After drawing the web with 10 black vertices, we collapse boundary vertices 1 and
2 to a white sink vertex.

Consequently, application of both the method of compatibility and the cup-diagram method
produces the web corresponding to this cluster variable. The two webs thus obtained are identical.

Remark 4.2. By the Plücker relation for (I, J) = ({1, 2, 3, 4}, {1, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9}),

P12345P16789 − P12346P15789 + P12347P15689 − P12348P15679 + P12349P15678 = 0,
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we may equivalently rewrite

ch(T1) = P12346P15789 − P12345P16789.

as it appears in Section 5, the polynomial P9. But we keep the three-term expansion here because it
makes the cancellation mechanism in the compatibility method more transparent.

W1 W2 W3

Figure 8. The non-crossing webs compatible with P1(W1), P2(W1 and W2), and P3(W2 and
W3) in ch(T1). The web corresponding to ch(T1) is W3.

1 1

2 5

3 7

4 8

6 9

1 2

3 6

4 8

5 9

7 10

Figure 9. The procedure from semi-standard Young tableau to web by the method of
diagram.

Example 4.3. For standard Young tableau T2 =

1 4

2 5

3 8

6 9

7 10

, λT2 = {1, 1, . . . , 1, 1}, and ch(T2) = P12345P6789A−

P12346P5789A + P12347P5689A + P12356P4789A − P12357P4689A + P12367P4589A. Similarly to T1, the polynomial
is divided into 6 monomials which are denoted by Pi(i = 1, 2, . . . , 6).

For each Pi, I\J = I, and J\I = J, so its compatible webs are dihedral translates of the webs shown
in Figure 7.

In Figure 10, we list the webs compatible with P1 (W1), P2 (W1 and W6), P3 (W4 and W6), P4 (W5

and W6), P5 (W1, W2, W4, W5 and W6), and P6 (W1, W2 and W3). Thus, we can identify the web W3 as
the web corresponding to T2.

The web obtained above is derived using the method of compatibility. In addition, we can obtain
another web (which turns to be the same web) through the method of diagram.

Figure 11 depicts this process. Since T2 itself is a standard Young tableau, it can be directly
transformed into cup diagrams, whose arcs are {3, 4}, {2, 5}, {7, 8}, {6, 9}, and {1, 10}.

Consequently, application of both the method of compatibility and the cup-diagram method
produces the web corresponding to this cluster variable. The two webs thus obtained are identical.
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W1 W2 W3

W4 W5 W6

Figure 10. The non-crossing webs compatible with P1(W1), P2(W1 and W6), P3(W4 and W6),
P4(W5 and W6), P5(W1, W2, W4, W5 and W6), and P6(W1, W2 and W3) in ch(T2). The web
correspond to ch(T2) is W3.

1 4

2 5

3 8

6 9

7 10

Figure 11. The procedure from standard Young tableau to web by the method of diagram.

4.3. The webs of rank 2 cluster variables in Gr(5,9)

For all rank 2 cluster variables of Gr(5, 9) appearing in the computational enumeration, this section
presents their corresponding sl2-webs.

Since Gr(5, 9) � Gr(4, 9), we follow the computational enumeration in [20] and take their list of
576 rank 2 cluster variables in Gr(5, 9) as input data. The dihedral group acts on Gr(5, 9) by cyclic
shifts and reflections of the boundary labels, and we use this symmetry to organize the computation
into dihedral orbits.

Within this enumerated list, the variables fall into two types: 504 involve only 8 labels, while 72
involve all 9 labels. The 504 variables using only 8 labels correspond (via the natural identification
Gr(5, 8) � Gr(3, 8)) to the 56 rank 2 cluster variables in Gr(5, 8).

This reduction is justified because the formula for ch(T ) in Theorem 2.2 depends only on the relative
order of the labels that actually appear in T (together with the fixed column order). Hence, whenever
T involves exactly eight distinct labels, we may relabel them in increasing order by 1, 2, . . . , 8; under
this order-preserving relabeling, the polynomial ch(T ) is carried to the corresponding polynomial in
C[Gr(5, 8)], and conversely the original ch(T ) is recovered by undoing the same relabeling on Plücker
indices.

Consequently, for the purpose of computing the associated webs for all variables appearing in the
enumeration, it suffices to compute the 56 variables in Gr(5, 8) and the 72 variables in Gr(5, 9) involving
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all 9 labels.

Lemma 4.4. For any rank 2 cluster variable in Gr(5, 8) appearing in Table 1, the web corresponding
to it in both methods is a dihedral translation of the 6 webs in Figure 12.

Proof. Using a method similar to Example 4.1, we verify the 56 rank 2 cluster variables of Gr(5, 8)
using the two different methods. These variables correspond to dihedral translates of the 6 sl2-webs
shown in Figure 12, and the specific correspondences are listed in Table 1.

Since Gr(5, 8) � Gr(3, 8), the cluster variables of Gr(5, 8) can be viewed as cluster variables in
Gr(3, 8). Consequently, Figure 12 can be obtained more directly by inserting two white vertices into
the sl2-webs corresponding to cluster variables in C[Gr(3, 6)]. In fact, all of these diagrams appear in
the first example of [16, Figure 3], but we discuss only the portion concerning cluster variables. �

Figure 12. All webs corresponding to rank 2 cluster variables in Gr(5,8).

Lemma 4.5. For any rank 2 cluster variable in Gr(5, 9) appearing in Table 2 with no isolated vertex
(all 9 vertices appear in the cluster variable), the web corresponding to it in both methods is a dihedral
translation of the 5 webs in Figure 13.

Proof. Using a method similar to Example 4.1, we can calculate the 72 such rank 2 cluster variables
of Gr(5, 9) using the two different methods. These variables correspond to dihedral translates of the 5
sl2-webs shown in Figure 13, and the specific correspondences are listed in Table 2.

Similar to the proof of Lemma 4.4, Gr(5, 9) � Gr(4, 9), the cluster variables of Gr(5, 9) can be
viewed as cluster variables in Gr(4, 9). Consequently, Figure 13 can be obtained more directly by
inserting a white vertex into the sl2-webs corresponding to cluster variables in C[Gr(4, 8)]. In fact,
all of these diagrams appear in the second example of [16, Figure 3], but we discuss only the portion
concerning cluster variables. �
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Figure 13. Webs corresponding to rank 2 cluster variables in Gr(5, 9) with no isolated
vertices. In contrast to Figure 5, we list these representatives up to dihedral symmetry (cyclic
shifts and reflections of the boundary labels), since such dihedral relabelings induce the
corresponding relabeling of Plücker coordinates and hence carry the associated polynomials
and tableau data to one another.

Theorem 4.6. For all rank 2 cluster variables in Gr(5, 9) appearing in the computational enumeration,
the web from the method of diagram is the same as the web from the method of compatibility.

The lemmas and theorem above can be verified by the methods described in Section 3. In Section 5,
some typical cluster variables and their corresponding webs are listed, and others are all dihedral
translations of them.

Conjecture 4.7. For any cluster variable written as both a Young tableau and a polynomial, the
corresponding webs from the method of diagram and compatibility are the same.

Conjecture 4.7 is stated in the sl2-web setting used throughout this paper. For sl3-webs, a natural
analogue of the diagram side is available via the m-diagram constructions of [12, 13], which may be
viewed as a direct extension of our cup-diagrams to the 3 × n case and produce sl3-webs. We do
not attempt to formulate or verify the corresponding higher-rank compatibility procedure here. For
general r > 3, we are not aware of a comparably explicit diagrammatic model attached to tableaux
in the present context; nevertheless, it is tempting to expect that growth-type algorithms in [18] may
provide a suitable framework for organizing such higher-rank structures.

Fraser et al. [16] records sl2-web information related to certain quadratic elements of the dual
canonical basis in Gr(3, 9), Gr(4, 8), and Gr(5, 10), which may be viewed as explicit data on the
compatibility side; Elkin et al. [9] provides web-related computations for Gr(3, 8) via the twist map
and dimer configuration; Banaian et al. [26] develops further higher-rank structures and examples
for Gr(4, 12); and Fraser et al. [17] gives the universal form of webs and dual webs for the dual
canonical basis in Gr(k, 2k). On the other hand, ch(T ) admits an explicit computable formula by [21,
Theorem 5.8] (our Theorem 2.2). Hence these works supply a concrete source of comparison and
evidence for Conjecture 4.7, namely that the diagram and compatibility procedures single out the same
web.

Remark 4.8. Let H(T ) denote the element of the dual canonical basis in C[Gr(k, n)] indexed by a semi-
standard Young tableau T , as in Lam’s work on cyclic Demazure modules and positroid varieties;
see [19, §2, Theorem 1(ii) and Proposition 4]. These results imply that the degree-two component of
C[Gr(k, n)] admits a basis given by web (or Temperley–Lieb) immanants, and more precisely that, if
W[T ] denotes the sl2-web corresponding to T under the standard web–tableau correspondence in [21],
then H(T ) is equal to the web immanant of W[T ].

Moreover, in [21] the authors attach to each semi-standard Young tableau T an element ch(T ) ∈
C[Gr(k, n)] and conjecture that the family {ch(T )} forms the dual canonical basis. Our computations
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in Section 5 can thus be interpreted as showing that, for the rank two cluster variables in Gr(5, 9)
considered in this paper, the elements ch(T ) agree with the corresponding dual canonical basis
elements H(T ) and hence with the immanants of the webs W[T ]. In particular, Conjecture 4.7 may be
reformulated as the statement that ch(T ) = H(T ) whenever ch(T ) is a cluster variable. If one extends
this statement to all semi-standard Young tableaux T , then, in view of the conjecture of [21] that the
elements ch(T ) form the dual canonical basis, this extended version is essentially equivalent to the
conjecture of [21].

We also note that it has now been proved that ch(T ) is the dual canonical basis element indexed by T ;
see [27, Section 3.4]. Since the leading term of ch(T ) is the standard monomial PT , this identification
matches the usual labeling of the dual canonical basis elements H(T ) in Lam’s notation. Consequently,
Lam’s Theorem 1(iv) in [19] implies that ch(T ) (equivalently H(T )) is equivariant with respect to
promotion and rotation. On the other hand, the behaviour under evacuation remains conjectural; see
[27, Conjecture 7.9].

In fact, this conjecture is similar to [16, Observation 8.3], but the observation does not involve the
case of n , kr.

5. Proof of Theorem 4.6

All sl2-webs arising from the rank 2 cluster variables considered in this section occur among the
webs listed in Figures 5 and 6. To choose explicit representatives, we fix a normalization for dihedral
relabellings: We place a white boundary vertex at the top, so that λ1 = 2, and in the cases with an
isolated vertex we further normalize by allowing only λ9 to be zero. This normalization is used only to
select orbit representatives for presentation, and not as a restriction on which variables are computed.

We followed the computational procedure of [20] to reproduce the list of 576 rank 2 cluster variables
in C[Gr(5, 9)] used in this section. As in the rest of the paper, we take this enumeration as input data
and do not claim an independent proof of its completeness.

For each of the 576 variables, we computed the associated sl2-web using the method of
compatibility and the method of diagram, and we verified that the two resulting webs agree. This
completes the proof of Theorem 4.6 for all variables in the reproduced list.

To organize and present these fully checked data, we classify the variables by rotation (cyclic
relabeling). On the tableau side, this corresponds to promotion (see [28]). In the 8-label case,
under the normalization above, we obtain seven promotion representatives, denoted P1, . . . , P7. Their
polynomials are as follows (each is a difference of two monomials):

• P1 = P12356P12478 − P12456P12378

• P2 = P12367P12458 − P12345P12678

• P3 = P12346P13578 − P12345P13678

• P4 = P12368P13457 − P12378P13456

• P5 = P13458P12467 − P14678P12345

• P6 = P14568P12347 − P14567P12348

• P7 = P12356P14578 − P12345P15678.

The corresponding tableaux, cluster polynomials, and webs are recorded in Table 1.
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Table 1. The 7 webs corresponding to the rank 2 cluster variables in Gr(5, 8).

tableau polynomial web tableau polynomial web

1 1

2 2

3 5

4 7

6 8

+P12356P12478

−P12456P12378

1 1

2 2

3 4

5 6

7 8

+P12367P12458

−P12345P12678

1 1

2 3

3 5

4 7

6 8

+P12346P13578

−P12345P13678

1 1

2 3

3 4

5 6

7 8

+P12368P13457

−P12378P13456

1 1

2 3

4 4

5 6

7 8

+P13458P12467

−P14678P12345

1 1

2 4

3 5

4 7

6 8

+P14568P12347

−P14567P12348

1 1

2 3

4 5

5 6

7 8

+P12356P14578

−P12345P15678

In the 9-label case, under the same normalization, we obtain eight promotion representatives,
denoted P8, . . . , P15. Their polynomials are as follows:

• P8 = P12346P15789 − P12345P16789

• P9 = P13457P12689 − P13456P12789

• P10 = P14678P12359 − P15678P12349

• P11 = P12348P15679 − P12349P15678

• P12 = P12456P13789 − P13456P12789

• P13 = P13567P12489 − P14567P12389

• P14 = P14568P12379 − P14567P12389

• P15 = P13459P12678 − P12345P16789

The corresponding tableaux, cluster polynomials, and webs are recorded in Table 2. Altogether, this
yields 15 promotion representatives, which serve as explicit representatives for organizing and locating
all 576 variables in the reproduced list under rotation (promotion).
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Table 2. The 8 webs corresponding to the rank 2 cluster variables in Gr(5, 9).

tableau polynomial web tableau polynomial web

1 1

2 5

3 7

4 8

6 9

+P12346P15789

−P12345P16789

1 1

2 3

4 6

5 8

7 9

+P13457P12689

−P13456P12789

1 1

2 4

3 6

5 7

8 9

+P14678P12359

−P15678P12349

1 1

2 5

3 6

4 8

7 9

+P12348P15679

−P12349P15678

1 1

2 4

3 7

5 8

6 9

+P12456P13789

−P13456P12789

1 1

2 3

4 5

6 8

7 9

+P13567P12489

−P14567P12389

1 1

2 4

3 5

6 7

8 9

+P14568P12379

−P14567P12389

1 1

2 3

4 6

5 7

8 9

+P13459P12678

−P12345P16789

Next we consider the reflection ρ (which corresponds to evacuation on the tableau side; see [28]).
We emphasize that the following consolidation into “dihedral types” is not obtained by an inductive
guess: it is obtained by first computing, for every one of the 576 variables, the two webs produced by
the compatibility method and the diagram method and checking that they agree, and then organizing
these verified outputs under the actions of rotation and reflection. The resulting organization shows
that, in the 8-label case, the seven promotion representatives consolidate into six dihedral types under
ρ; in the 9-label case, the eight promotion representatives consolidate into five dihedral types under
ρ. Therefore, after taking both rotation and reflection into account, we obtain 11 distinct dihedral
representatives. Explicitly, they are P1, P2, P3, P5, P6, P7, P8, P9, P11, P13, P15.

On the other hand, [27, Conjecture 7.9] predicts a corresponding symmetry for ch(T ) under
evacuation. The 11 dihedral types obtained in the rank two case of Gr(5, 9) are consistent with the
symmetry pattern predicted by that conjecture; thus, our results may be viewed as an explicit check of
the conjecture in this concrete setting.

Finally, we reiterate that we do not claim an independent proof of completeness of the reproduced
enumeration.

6. Conclusions

In this paper, we studied rank 2 cluster variables inC[Gr(5, 9)] from two complementary viewpoints:
the compatibility method for quadratic Plücker polynomials and the diagram method arising from
semi-standard Young tableaux. Taking the computational enumeration of 576 rank 2 cluster variables
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in Gr(5, 9) from [20] as input data, we computed the associated sl2-webs and verified that, for every
variable in this reproduced list, the web obtained from the diagram method coincides with the web
obtained from the compatibility method.

Up to dihedral symmetry, these rank 2 cluster variables give rise to 11 distinct sl2-webs. This
provides explicit evidence that, in the rank 2 setting of Gr(5, 9), the tableau-theoretic and compatibility-
theoretic descriptions select the same web. In particular, our computations support Conjecture 4.7,
which predicts that whenever a cluster variable is written both as a Young tableau and as a polynomial,
the corresponding webs from the two methods are identical.

Our results also suggest several directions for further study. A natural next step is to investigate
analogous questions for sl3-webs, where m-diagram models are available, and more generally to
seek a higher-rank framework relating tableau constructions, compatibility, and dual canonical basis
phenomena in a uniform way. It would also be desirable to replace the computational input used here
by a more conceptual structural explanation for why the two procedures must agree.
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